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BRETÏIKEN EVANÍÏELIST. 


WHT I AM A MEMBEB OF THE BEETHBEH 
OHUEOH. 

;OHN CRAWFORD MACKEY. 

Before me lies the list of subjects sug- 
gested to con tribu tors to the Evangeli st. 
I select the first as the caption of an ar- 
ticle in which I desire to ofïer five reasons 
why I am a merober of the Brethren 
church. 

2, God loves her. We infer this from 
the Lords choice. "The Lord thy Ood 
hath chosen thee to be a special people 
unto himself, not be cau se ve were morè 
in numbers than any other people, but be- 
cause the Lord loved you." We infer 
this love from the grace and spirit of God 
bestowed upon the first Standard bearers 
in the church — Holsinger, Brown, Bashor, 
Yoder, Spanogle, et. al. — to sustain them in 
performing the Lord's work ; from the 
presence of God with her in the furnace, 
where he removed so much of the dross 
and the alloy ; and from the fact that the 
great Master has so frequently placed her 
in the fi re, and still uses the rod of correc- 
tion. "For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth." 

2. She is+nearest the truth. To estab- 
lish this we have but to glance at her mot- 
toes. Here we may see inscribed as in 
letters of living light, no human inven- 
tions, no innovations, no trappings bor- 
rowed from worn out and fickle systems, 
no unholy compact between truth and 
error, Christ and the world. But /Aus 
saitk the Lord, for all her teachings, or- 
dinances and laws, Where is there a re- 
ligious body under the whole heaven that 
can show morè of the divine and less of 
the human in all that pretains to doctrinc, 
worship, discipline and government? 

3. She has an honorable record. 
Soundness in the faith has been a marked 
feature in her character. Over one hun- 
dred years ago her father placed the love 
of their own lives subservient to the 
churche'sinterests, and even suffered the 
loss of all things for her sake. Their re- 
cord is written in glory, as well as in the 
hearts and grateful remembrance of their 
spiritual offspring, who are to-day reapíng 
the abundant harvest, sowri in tears, and 
inheriting the rich legacy bequeathed by 
those godly men who shall be held in 
everlasting recollection. The puré teach- 
ings, the holy lives, the faithful testimony, 
the earnest contending, and the uncom- 
promïsing fidelity of such great and good 
men, animate the soul and kindle a glow 
of hallowed enthusiasm in our bosoms. 

Equally honorable has been the record 
of the Brethren church in later years. She 
has kept herself clear from all entangling 
alliances and greets the present day un- 
contaminated with the sins of the period 


through which she has passed. She has 
never quailed before an enemy, much less 
crouched in the presence of those, how- 
ever great, self-important and fond of the 
encomiums of the world they may be, who 
víolate the principies of the Gospel. I 
consider it no small honor to be associa- 
ted with such a body \ is it not sufficient to 
kindle in our breasts the holy fire of de- 
votion ? 

4. She is set for the defense 0/ the whole 
sysiem of revealed truth. And this is not 
a partial, one-sided nor mutilated Gospel, 
but the entire revelation of God. She 
adds nothing, rejeets nothing, 1 1 is her 
province to guard «peculiarly some of the 
most important doctrines of our holy 
christianity. In these days, when defec- 
tíon is so general, she feels especially call- 
ed to testify against error as well as for 
truth. It is hers to defend the sanctity of 
the Gospel ordinances ; to vindicate the 
crown-rights and royal-prerogatives of hi ta 
who is "the Prince of the Rings of the 
earth," as well as "The Head over all 
things to the church ;" to insist upon the 
purity of her members ancl the sacredness 
of the worship of llim who is a jealOvs 
God. These she has been particularly 
called to defend. They have formed her 
greal Thermopylae ofeonfliet; and like 
Leonidas and his three-huiidred noble 
Spartans she is resolved to guard her posts 
though shrewd, determined and bilter be 
her adversàries. 

5. A gloriotis destiny tnoaifs her. That 
she is a plant, of jehovah's setling, few 
wül deny ; that she has been a wílness for 
the truth is abundantly evident ; that her 
testimony has been endorsed and vindi- 
cated by the hand of God, in providence 
is a beautiful realíty ; and that her work is 
not yet accomplished, nor hermission ful- 
filled is only too palpable ; therefore we 
conclude that the divine Master will not 
lay aside the instrument unti! the en d is 
effected. "And one sailh, tlestroy ít not ; 
for a blessing is in it." "I will give pow- 
er unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
three score days, clothed in sack cloth.'' 
There are those who are making a desper- 
ate attempt to silence our churches' testi- 
mony. It tortures and torments those 
who long for innovations, self-adulation 
and flattering plaudits. This accounts for 
the bitter animus manifested against her, 
and, strange to say, the persistent efforts 
to consum ate her overthrow. 

Judging from the false views of divine 
truth which are abroad even among many 
professing Christians, the tendeney to for- 
sake the "old paths" and the stniggle in 
which thousands are involved to lower the 
instïtutions of Jesús Christ to a level with 
the spirit and màxims of the t inics in which 


we li ve, it is potent that a witnessing rem- 
nant is required to cry aloud, and spare 
nçt, to lift up the voice like a trumpet, 
and show the people their transgressions 
and the house of Jacob their sins. This 
we believe is the destiny of the Brethren 
church. She is to raise aloft the Gospel 
lamp to shed light upon the path of re- 
turning wanderers. She is to be an act- 
ive agent in promoting large reforms in 
social life. She, like a great crane, Httle 
by little is bringing many degenerate bod- 
ies to that purer, loftier platform of sound- 
ness in the faith and holiness in the wor- 
ship of God. Though now but the "hand- 
ful of corn in the earlh, upon the top of 
the mountains," the day hastens apace 
when "the fruit thereof shall shake like 
Lebanon ; and they of the city shall flour- 
ish like the grass of the earth." 

Brother, sister, our holy zeal m the 
churches' interest should develop itself in 
earnest prayer and well directed efforts for 
her success. "Pray for the peace of Je- 
rusalem." May our moral heroism ap- 
pear in unswerving altachment to the prin- 
cipies of the Gospel. Now and then we 
hear of a mjmber of our number, without 
the suggestíon of cause or reason, increas- 
ing the mil of those "no longer with us." 
This is their own diré disgrace. If it was 
noble in the illuslr'tous Roman to lay hold 
of the ensign, and rush into the very midst 
of the enemy du ring the hottest of the 
fighU proclaiming to his wavering troops, 
■•'Tis here I mean to die," how much 
morè noble for us to stand firm heeding 
from our very heart of hearts the inspired 
injunction "walch ye," stand fast in the 
faith, qui t ye like nien, be strong," and 
professing from our bosoms, "If I forget 
thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand for- 
get her cunning." 


■■I love thy kingdom Lord, 

The house of thine abode. 
The church our blest Reedemer saved 

With his own precious blood. 

I love thy church O God : 
Her walts before thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of thine eye, 
And graven on thy hand. 

Beyond my highest joy 
I prize her heavenly ways, 

Her sweet commuuion, solemn vows, 
Her psalms of love and praise. 

Sure as thy truth shall last, 

To Zion shall be (í iv en 
The brighteat glòries earth can yield. 

And brighter bliss of heaven. 


1 1- you want knowledge, you must toil 
for it ; if food, you must toil for it ; if 
pleasure, you must toil for it. Toil is the 
law. Pleasure comes through toil, and 
not by self-indulgence and indolence. 
When one gets to love work, his life is a 
happy one. 


